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On a small white piece of paper taped
then#now (o the edge of his desk, Gilbert
Houseaux has the following words:

Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of
arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but
rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally
worn our, and louwdly proclaiming “WOW! What

a Ride!”

Gilbert reads these words every day, but he doesn't
really need any reminding that life is an adventure—
especially his life. He is the consummate adventurer,

student of life, teacher and professional all rolled up into one
impressive and delightful man,

Gilbert doesn't believe in standing still. Since he was featured as
BROKER AGENT Magazine'’s Agent of the Month in November
of 1999 he has continued to reach professional and personal
goals, set a number of new ones and solidify his status as a op
agent for COLIMVWELL BANKER SUCCESS REALTY in Scottsdale.

Some say that a man’s success must also be measurcd by his
friendships and by his experiences, and that is precisely what
makes Gilbert more than just your average “successful real
estate agent.” Born and raised in the southwestern region of
France, Gilbert was educated at a prestigious French military

- academy and earned a degree in mathematics, He had a

successful teaching career that he chose to
leave when adventure and travel beckoned.
His travels took him throughout Europe
and Africa and eventually to the United
States. His introduction to this country
wasn't an easy one—he arrived in New
York City with not much more than huge
ambition and a will to succeed. For a time,
that meant selling drawings on the sidewalks
of Greenwich Village and sleeping on park
benches, He became a voracious reader of
“all things English." to help teach himself the
language. Before long he was on his way to
making it in America.

Before deciding upon a career in real
estate, Gilbert had several interesting and
successful experiences. He produced a
movie in which he was an actor and his own stuntman—
something he has been thinking about doing again “for fun” He
also managed a nightclub/restaurant, tanght French and
mathemartics and was a highly successful private investigator.

When he moved to Phoenix over 20 years ago, Gilbert decided
o get his real estare license and has built a solid career in real
estate here. He signed on with MERRILL LYNCH in 1984 and
tells humorously about his early struggles. “In the first three
momnths in the real estate business, [ was fired three rimes!™ he
laughs. “My somewhat potent personality did not mix with the
manager's ideas of what made a rookie agent successful” He
approached his new manager with a unigue plan. “Some of the
traditional practices, like cold calling, weren’t working for me.
So I asked for 60 days to try things my way. If it didn't work, I
agreed to do anything she asked” Sixty days later, he was the
top selling agent in that office and earned the company’s
“Rookie of the Year™ award for 1984. And after just three vears
in the industry, Gilbert made the largest single transaction to
dare for the company at the time.
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